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reat Tragedy of the Sea 

impress of Ireland" goes to the bottom after being struck by a Collier 
— Heavy Loss of Life — The Salvation Army Suffer Severely. 

COMMISSIONER AND MRS. REES AND COLONE LAND MRS. MAIDMENT, WITH OTHER PROMINENT OFFICERS, AND 
NEARLY THE WHOLE OF THE STAFF BAND. ARE DROWNED. 



§1 tenftte disaster, equal in ite cad- 
fK3 to that of the Titanic, occurred 
fa *S«s east of Father Point, <Jue- 

E'k Ae dark hours of the morning 
RMsy, Msy 29th, when the a S. 
Ssssrera ef Ireland" with over one 



Salvation Armv in Canada as Black 
Friday." 

The impact of the collision war tre- 
mendous, and the Empress began to 
pink almost at once. The scene imme- 
diately after the collision baffles de- 
scription. The shrieks sf passanjpTs 



• r..i-jiiii..| ii. -lottiM:; out tin- liTer-oars. 
The passengers were sound asleep at 
the time of the collision and on being 
awakrned by the terrible crush raced 
on dock in their nightclothes. 

From the meagre facts at present to 
hand, it appears that the Empress was 



In response to a S.O.S. message sent 
out from the sinking steamer the 
G. G. 8. "Eureka" and the mail tender ' 
"Lady Evelyn" steamed to the seene 
of the disaster. They found, however, 
only wreckage and a few boats con- 
taining survivors, whom tbey immedi- 
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The Ill-fated "Empress of Ireland." 



^^^sd pasfenjers on board, inclnd- 
[fe «ar bplov.'.! i dm.,- issioner and Mrs 
Efts sad Cain;.,! and Mrs- Maidment, 
Pjsa Bgny otlicr prominent officers and 
IRJteTitoria! -^inff Band, was rammed 
fiftf* Korwr^Uin collier "Storetad." 
pi^y, S3 one pinecr on Headquarters re- 
^^ _. on rri'iiving the news, "This 
[% wiU go do\rn in the annals of the 



awakened from their ?Inml«ers. mingled 
with the hoarse erie.-; of »!:e captain 
and officers, and the wnilinjr of women. 
and above all was heard rfer rus'iin^ «f 
the waters Of the Gulf. 

From the story of one of tho^- in the 
lifeboats the Empress was struck amid- 
ships. She liste.l ti> port aiiii Iwpin tn 
sink iintnrdittelv. !"tm.is* iwnftisioc 



lyin^ to in a dense log. Ahont two 
o'eloi'k in tlie morning the great hull of 
tin? Stnrstnc] sinldrnly loomed up out 
of flit* FurrormdiiiL' darkness and with 
terrific force the collier rammed the 
Empress, tearing the ship from the 
inid-'lle to the screw and making tho 
watertight bulkheads useless. The 
vessel wont down in fourteen minutes. 



ately picked up and took to Bimouski. 

The sufferings of the rescued people 
were intense, as they were clad only in 
their nightclothcs and the night was 
frosty. Twenty-eight died as a result of 
the exposure. 

In all, 446 are reported saved, but 
only twenty names of Salvationists are 
in tho list. 
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ill Salvation Amy Party 



^Bs Barnes of the Salvation Army 

|||p;e& board the Kapress are as fol- 

(^stiaiAnbr David Bees, Mis. 
Pea> Gapt H, Hces, Capt B. Bees, ICsa 
I*. «M, Toronto. 

Col. Sydney Maidment, Toronto. 

*Bn\ Kaidmerit, Toronto. 

|feigadier Potter, Toronto. 

|»sster Willard Potter, Toronto. 

.Brigadier J. Hunter, Mrs. Hunter, 
i Sis Boater, Master Hnnter, Leth- 
■Iffy- 
Sr^adier Ecnry Walker, Toronto. 

y^ior D. L. Creighton, Mrs. Creigli- 

•»). Toronto. 

Hjfor Nettie Simeoe,- VaaeonvoT. 

»qsr Rank Morris, London. 

. "Majtrr Bichard Tnrpin, Toronto. 

_Hajor Hugh Findlay, Hn. ilndTny, 

Tnsnto. 

^Mshjr George ttwell, Mrs. AttweH, 

|M Capt A. Hayes, Toronto. 
Btst Capt. Arthur Morris and Mrs. 
*«*. Toronto. 

™B Gapt. f>. HeAmmond, Toronto. 
. J^taat John Green, Toronto. 
; Wjotant Ed. Haaagan, Toronto, 
.; jp»i Grace egan, Toronto. 
: His, B, Hanagan, Toronto. 
Wjatent Anna Pries, Hamilton. 
H^tot W. Stitr, Mra. Btitt, To- 



Adjntant. Green, S're- Gr»en, ?on :iud 
daughter. Toronto. 

Ensign nar.lall. Vancu'iver. 
Ensign George Bonynge, Toronto. 
Ensign Bertram ratt-'nden, Toronto. 
Ensign Emilv .lotie^. CaT^ry. 
Ensign Anna Knadsr.n. Firry Sound. 
Capt. James Myorr, Tevor.'.u. 



Capt. T. Do'M and Mrs. Dodd, 
ronto. 
Capt. George Wilson, Toronto. 
Capt. J as. McGrath, Winnipeg. 
Ensign E. Fugmire, Toronto, 
r'npt. Alfred Keith, Toronto. 
< - apt. Kufas Spooner, Toronto. 
<"apt. Guido Whatmore, Toronto. 



Lieut. Stanley Bigland, Toronto. 

Bandmaster and Mts. Woodward and 
daughter, Hamilton. 

Mr. J. Johnson, Toronto. 

Mr. William Horwood, Toronto. 

Mr. Thomas Greeaway and Mrs. 
Greenaway ,Toronto. 

(Continued on Page 2.) 
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At Headquarters LET US LOOK UP AND TRUST Toronto Affects 



HOW THE SAD NEWS WAS 
RECEIVED BY THE COM- 
RADES IN TORONTO. 



The first intimation of the terrible 
disaster thai had befallen the "Empress 
of Ireland" was received by Staff Capt. 
Arnold at live a.m., on the morning of 
Friday, May 29th. His house 'phone 
ringing at that early hour of the morn- 
ing rather surprised him, but when he 
grasped tins significance of the message 
'phoned to him by the Editor of the 
Toronto Globe, an awful sense of horror 
came o\ er him. As soon as possible, 
however, ho got into communication 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Sees, Lieutcn- 
nut-Coionel Chandler, and Brigadier 
Hargr.ivi-, and they all hurried to Head- 
quarters. Here they busied themselves 
in phoning to the wives and other rela- 
tives of those on board, informing them 
of the disaster, but bidding them be as 
hopef'il as possible that their loved ones 
hiitl lii-en rescued. 

By this time tht? news had spread far 
mid vdd* through the city, and a steady 
stream of people poured towards the 
Temple, to learn what further they could 
of the disaster. The Officers of" Head- 
quarters assembled in the office of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bees, with blanched facca 
" and tcar-hcdininied eyes, and anxinnsly 
nv.aited telegrams giving more details. 

The suspense of these hours of wait- 
ing was fiwful. Wopld their worst fnar> 
i-o coiiprmed or would there be Hrme 
gleam of hope.' 

Cnptnir. Barker was dispatched to the 
office itf the Toronto Daily Star to re- 
ceive the press wires as they came anil 
'phnnc them up to Hcadnunrrcrs, and a 
bulletin •-■ervjee was organized. 

Outside the Temple anxious group* of 
people were gathered, all diseiissing iu 
awed tones thff great calamity, hoping 
for the best, hut fearing the worst. Con- 
steriiution ami nmnzement wero writeri 
oa every face, and every time a fn-sli 
message was posted up on the bulletin 
board there was an caper rush to re.nl 
the latfft news. 

Meanwhile there wns a constant 
stream of callers at tho various Head- 
quarters Offices, oil classes of citizens 
coming to make enquiries as to the 
safety or otherwise of the Salvation 
Army party. Tho deep and genuine 
sympathy manifested towards the Army 
hy the people of Toronto in our deep 
af Diction wns indeed very touching. 

At elevn o'clock a message was re- 
ceived savins that all were safe, and 
the crowd outside the limiting ruUeved 
their overpent feelings hy raising a 
hearty cheer, white expressions of 
"Thauk God*" -were h?;ird everywhere, 
and many bowed their heads in prayer 
and let'r-ncd thanks {.•■ Hod The Head- 
(pisrters Officers felt a$ if a great load 
had rolled away off rhei.- heartB, and 
faces began to brighten up once again, 
and some even went about their ordinary 
work with cheerfulness and alacrity. 

At two p.m., however, the sunshine of 
hopo was dissipated once again by the 
clouds of uncertainty, when it becamo 
known that the former report was only 
an unconfirmed rumor. 

And then the period of awful suspense 
began again. During the afternoon 
more wires nrrived, which confirmed the 
worst fears of the. anxious people. The 
sobbing of relatives and friends was 
pathetic in the extreme, and many com* 
pletely collopsod nnder the terrible 
strain. 

As night came on the crowds increased 
until a black mass of humanity surged 
around the Temple, anxiously awaiting 
a promised telegram confirming the list 
of survivors. 

At last it came, and the disappoint- 
ment was great when it was leaned 
that no more than twenty of the Salva- 
tion Army party had been saved. 

There was littlp sleep that night for 
many of the Headquarters Staff, and 
they could do little but sit silently in 
their offices with anguish written in 
their faces, as the full horror of the 
tragedy forced itself more and more 
upon them. 



A MESSAGE TO THE CANADIAN FIELD BY LIEUT.COLONEL 
SAMUEL REES. 

An awftil calamitv lias ln.-f.-iHt.ii The Salvation Army in Canada, and 
we <tand a-'liast at the loss of so nianv of our dear Officers and Soldiers. 
This is theVeatcst disaster that The Army has ever suffered tit this or 
any other land, and the blow is doubly intensified by the loss of Com- 
missioner and -Mrs. Rees. Colonel -nd Mrs. Maidment. and so many of 
our Territorial Headquarters Staff. The great gap in our ranks will be 
hard to fill. , 

Willi aching hearts we remember, too. the widows and orphans lett 
' behind, and we call The Salvation Army in Canada to prayer on their 
behalf. 

Comrades, though our grief is unutterable and though our heads are 
bowed in woe. let us sorrow not as others that have no hope. We who trust 
in the Living God. believe in the comfort of the Holy Ghost as a very 
real thing, and wc cling to the blessed hope that some blessed day, in 
God's own time and wav. we shall once more he united with our loved 
comrades. They are not lost, but gone before: and though the manner 
of their promotion to Giorv mar seem mysterious to :is. we cannot do 
aught eisc lint look up to our Heavenly Father through our tcar- 
dinmicd eves and sav: "Thy will be done." 

We have trusted God in our periods of joy and prosperity, let us 
trust 1 lim now in the day of sorrow and adversity. To whom can we go 
but unto lesusl He aione has the words of Eternal Lite, and will breathe 
into our hearts and minds the consolation and hope which is beyond the 
power of earthly friends, however dear. 

Let ns look tip. rejoicing in hope, patient in our deep tribulation. 
and looking forward to that glad day when all sorrows and storms will 
be over, and wc shall enter into rest with our comrades gone before. 

Ami let us push on the War. comrades, till the day that ihe call 
comes for 11s. 

God bless and eontlon those who are so sorely bereaved. Let us 
bear them up in our supplications to the Throne of Grace. Let tts not 
forget also to pray for our beloved General and Mrs. Booth who are 
torn with grief as they gather in prayer with the Officers of International 
Headquarters. 

fiod bless The Salvation Army and God bless Canada. 

SAMUEL REES, 

Lieut-Colonel. 



STORY OF THE DISASTER 

AS TOLD BY THE FIRST CABLES. 



Fattier Point, 3.00 a.m.. May 29&. — 
The "Empress of Ireland" collided 
with another steamer (believed to be 
the "Hanover," bnt now known to have 
been the "Storstad") thirty miles east 
of this paint. "S. O. S." sign&Ia from 
"Empress" were responded to by the 
G. G. S. "Eurefca" and the mail tender 
"Lady Evelyn," which steamed from 
Father Paint to the rescue- 
Father. Point, 3.40 aja. — Father Point 
Marconi station wired: "No sign of 
either "Empress of Ireland" or "Han- 
over" ("Storstad"). Lifeboats visible 
in distance circling around G. G. S. 
"Eureka." Government steamer, "Lady 
Evelyn," also on the scene now. 

A wire received from Qaebec at 4 
o'clock a.m. states that the "Empress" 
sank almost immediately after being 
rammed by the "Storstad." The news 
that it waa the "Storstad," a Nor- 
wegian collier, which rammed the "Em- 
press" and not the Bed Star Liner 
"Hanover" was received in Toronto 
abont So 'dock a.m. 

News at 5.30 a.m. stated that of the 
1,200 passengers on the "Empress" 350 
had been rescued and that 50 of them 
were standing on the wharf at Bimou- 
ski, and that another boat was on its 
way to the pier. The operator at Fa- 
ther Point gave the information that 
on board there were 80 saloon passen- 
gers, 250 second cabin passengers and 
650 in the steerage. 

Word was received at nine o'ctocK 
a.m. that the "Empress" had sunk in 
from ten to fourteen minutes of the 
collision, and that it had been impos- 
sible to rouse many of the passengers 
from their cabins, before the ship Bank 
altogether. There was a dense fog at 
the time and besides, the accident 
occurred in the darkness of the very 
early hours of the morning. The Terri- 
torial Staff Band, from T. H, Q., was 
also on this vessel, together with a large 



company of delegates, both officers and 
eoldiere. 

At nine o'clock a.m. word was re- 
ceived over the wires, irom Montreal, 
that although the "Storstad" was bad- 
ly damaged by collision with the "Em- 
press" she was able to proceed slowly 
towards Quebec, with a number of the 
passengers from the "Empress" on 
hoard. Some of these were alive, bat 
there were also a number of dead bodies 
on board. 

At the same time a long distance mes- 
sage from Montreal stated that three 
hundred and thirty-nine of the passen- 
gers from the "Empress" were saved, 
but, as far as could be ascertained, the 
rest of the passengers and crew had 
been lost. Captain Kendall, Commander 
of the "Empress" was picked up alive 
by a boat sometime after his vessel had 
disappeared. 

Abont eleven o'clock in the morning 
reports that the passengers had all been 
saved, began to gain credence, the 
anxious relations and friends of the pas- 
sengers on the "Empress" then began 
to gain a little hope, and as farther re- 
ports of the safety of the passengers 
began to arrive, their hopes rose higher 
and higher. Several bulletin boards 
were pnt np outside the Salvation Army 
Temple and ronnd these anxious crowds 
gathered and eagerly scanned all the 
news, scant though it might be, of the 
vessel and its passengers. A report that 
"All are safe" was affixed to the board 
at 1.30 p.m., bnt had not been pasted 
there long when the awful news that 
"As near as we know 900 are lost," wu 
received and put up. The crowd, pre- 
viously buoyed np with false hopes, gave 
vent to wails of despair, and many most 
heartrending scenes were witnessed. 
Later reports confirmed the statement 
that the "Empress* was lost with a 
large portion of its passengers and crew. 

Wires during the afternoon told that 
(Continued on Page 3.) 



THE S. A. PARTY. 



(Continued from Front Page.) 
Mr. Robert Malone, Toronto. 
Mr. W. Perkins, Toronto. 
Mr. W. Humphreys, Toronto. 
Mr. Ernest Neeve, Toronto. 
Mr. P. A. Goddard, Toronto. 



Mr. William Mcasnrcs, Toronto. 

Mr. Ernest Aldridge, Toronto. 

Mr. Thos. Meagher, Toronto. 

Mr. E. P. Gray, Toronto. 

Mr. Bert Grcenaway, Toronto. 

Mr. T.-. Tones, Toronto. 

Miss E. Dunn, Toronto. 

Mrs. E. Evans, Toronto. 

Mr. E, Evans, Toronto. 



Mr. E. Ford, Toronto. 
Mr. T. Brooks, Toronto. 
Mr. Geo. Felstead Toronto. 
Miss T. Eastes, Toronto. 
Mi's. Pantting, Toronto. 
Miss Alice Foorde, Toronto. 
Mrs. Ernest Foordo, Toronto. 
Miss Lily Morgan, Toronto. 



CROWDS TORN BY ANX1ET 
— DISASTER SOLE TOPIC 
OF CONVERSATION. 



: y has Toronto ri 
'if combined am 

"'T. .IS tilt LCfTS q 

I'i'd over the Tti t < 
>t' the morning 
- :is there an even 

I'ossibilities tha 
evilly. Two liui 

! onics are in th 

!■■■ liooraoa Empres 

•■:r thousands c 

: of nervous tea 



Never in its hi 
ccived such a slim 
iety, of fear ami l:< 
the tragedy that ]< 
in the early hours 
May 26th. Never 
of sueh dreadful 
touched Toronto wi 
died people wIiom- 
city wero on board 
of Ireland, ami i 
friends were oil the 
sion and soul-tortnrii'L' strain while tW 
waited for the detail* uf the disaster 
the list nf the saved, .iinl that other li; 
that men feared to -.-c. 

It waa at four Vim-It in tho momio 
that the C. P. R. passenger steamshi 
agent, wa B roused f nun an uneasy *.]«■ 
to hear over the teh-phonr the news 
the ship's fate. 

It was an awed Turuntn that nmk 
that morning. The destruction of th 
Empress of Ireland iransoeudci from 
local standpoint oven t lie nwf ui Titani 
disaster. Early cxlrus intercepted tb 
dawn-toilers on their way to work. Thi 
regular editions were cast aside. Fulle 
details arrived ns time passed and th. 
city was wide-swept, with the melui' 
choly news at the beginning of the ' 
nnss day. 

The milk man had heard a little. Til 
crews of the street cars told what the. 
know. Telephones carried the tidit| 
from friend to friend. So ninny Tonra 
people had sailed on the Empress, tin! 
the public feeling could not hav« hcraj 
"'eater had the big liner gone down oi| 
Lake Ontario, at the city's very door. 

"Frionds of mine wore in that Sain 
tion Armv baud," cried a working bus 
on a Bloor street ear. "I must go to] 
the fnmilies, nnd sec if I can do any 
thing for them. This is terrible!' 

He left the car at rhe nest comer- 
he had heard of the tragedy while <*' 
tho trolley— and, neglecting his own in- 
terests, went to comfort thoge in sorrow. 

At first it was said that all w«re lost, 
After that there was a stream of ptop» 
into the steamship offices, begging, be- 
seeching, praying for particulars 1 of t to 
disaster. Details were difficult to give 
— diflicult to get. 

From lip to lip tho news passed. Ei- 
tras found a ready sale. The telephone 
wires sobbed the trajjedy all mernnu} 
Everybody talked of it. In street ana 
shop/market and factory, there was bnt 
one topic of conversation. 

People on their way In work heard ri 
it and hurried to the .««OT« «* 
to see the bulletins. Snon there « 
crowds in front of the bulletin boa A 
that delayed the street .are. It ■» » 
terrible sight-that vision ° f *™ 
faees and tear-filled eyes that filled B* 
streets in front of the newsnapa ■*&?, 
waiting for any bit of newa that nu|* 
be posted up, hanging on every «U 
for a gleam of hope. 

Telegraph companies. ""'SS^S 
newspapers, railway offices, all .eeswJ 
a constant stream of "M^"- .2- 
grams flashed to and fro. Tt «i- *g 
Sf haunting naxicty, with a foonoW 
of dread anxiety. 

Net for fiftyseven yenrs has an i«£ 
dent of any kind •PPro-fVo ttii^ 
seriousness as far as Toioiito « 1 co 
cernod. On March 12th. 18oT, I fl»r to« 
Western train on the *ay from ftnw 
to Hamilton broke throne? f fl ™ d , 
swing bridge over the D«='-^'"; "»* 
aud engine, baggage car. nmi I me «g 
class passenger car were ?«*'""£, 
into the canal- In all, "^^IftS 
vere Wiled. Since then tlrre h»j w^ 
several accidents on sea nnd land t» 
involved the lives of one, ™ a ™' ^ 
ronto residents, but none that compare 
in magnitude with this ono. 



•OFFICERS COMING 

FROM THE STATES. 




Colonel Brengle un' Colonel 
French have been deputed to pro- 
ceed to Toronto to convey ilie oeeu 
sympathy of The Salvation Army" 
the United States to Canadian com- 
rades. 
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•.,< not sindfutt; ns hearti 

|„- ought 'to, be insist! 

the last verse. In hif 

I voice, which we 
- iv.-™ henring for the 
limijrn sang ns follows:- 

■ s!uid*s of life are fall 
.- hour has come to die 

trnstv Lender calling 
uuide thee with Mine v 

■ whole of the Officers 
,111 very feelingly, uor 
:t the hour to die was t 

Tor many of their con 
,-,<on, who has been thl 
. stenographer tor 1 
a few words of farewi 
ided to go to Englau< 




Ensign MaktJali. 




CROWDS TORN bv am„ M i 
-DISASTER , 0LE S £T i P 

Never in its hi. - ... , _ 
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Jety, of fe ar and i„, .,'* '""J*"* m 
the tragedy that 1, ■ „!i I!!.™. 06 *! 



1 th e moron! 
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« the early ), our , 

Way 29th. Never 

of such dreadful 

touched Toronto >,. 

dred people wlm.-p 

city wero on hoard 

of Ireland, and t! 

friends were on tin- , ,, ■- „* — < 
sion and soul-torturi,'.- ",° ■ w !? l,!, i 
™ited for the de," iJ ^L"""^ 
tin- Hrt of the save , , J?!,*"** 
that men feared t<w" '"">'<***• 

It was at four oV|,„.j, ;„ ,,,„ 
that the C. P R ,', In ,ie aonum 
T nt, wn, rouso^rlC'al^f 

Ine'^^ate: 1 """'" ' «^ 

It was an nwc.l Tuninm »h,» ,1 

£*™ ? . t i,S „?„*? j 

Empress of Ireland transcended fL J 
local standpoint even „„ JXeEJ 
ft«. B"'.v "tras intercept^! 
dawn-toilers on their iv:n- to work 

details arrived as tin.,- pn Ssea and t?2 
Ilo«3 dnv. 



news at the beginning of tbelral 



The milk man had heard a little Tti 
crews of the street ears told what "tied 
kuow Telephones parried the tijira 
from friend to friend. So manv Toronto 
people hnd sailed on tlie Emp're« >*«! 
the public fooling cnutd not have'C3 
Sreater hn<i the big liner gone iton <n| 
t,ake Ontario, at the city's very door, 

"Friends of mine were in that Sa'tj-a 
tion Army baud." cried a working oaf 
on a Afoor street car. "I must cots! 
the families, and see if I can Jo setJ 
thing for them. This is terrible;" 

He left the car at the neit cornel . 
he had heard of the (nij;edy wlile i-Bl 
tho trolley— and, neglecting his owa ii-| 
terests, went to comfort those in MrwsJ 
At first it was said that all were fc»L| 
After that there was a stream of pwf>!?f 
into the steamship offices, begging, bff 
seeching, praying for particulars of the] 
disaster. Details were difficult to give! 
— diflicult to get. 

From lip to lip the news passed. Et-1 
tras found a ready sale. The teteptasl 
irircs sobbed the tragedy nil mornnur.1 
Everybody talked of it. In street audi 
hop, market and fuctory. there was bulf 
me topic of conversation. 

People on their way to work heard oil 
t and hurried to the newspaper offices! 
J seo the bulletins. Soon there ««?l 
rowds in front of the bulletin boards I 
int delayed the street cars. It ms z 1 
■rriblo sight — that vision of while] 
ices and tear-lilled eyes that filled lb? j 
rccts in front of the'newspaper offiew, j 
aiting for any bit of news that nufit j 
i posted np, hanging on every fori I 
r a gleam of hope. 
Telegraph companies, navigation mo. 
wspapers, railway offices, all received J 
constant stream of appeals. Tele- 
uns flashed to and fro, Tt was atioe j 
haunting nnxioty, with a fonndshMs | 
dread anxisty. 

Yot for fifty-seven years has as sea- i 
it of any kind approved tbis it 
iousness "as far as Toronto was cos- 
nod. On March 12th, i?57, the Great 
stem train on the way from Toronto 
Hamilton broke throng'' the woodeu 
ng bridge over the Dos.i.ir.lins Canal, 
engine, baggage car. and one first- 
s passengor car were precipitated 
the caned. In all, sixtv-five penoas 
t killed. Since then thrre have been 
rai accidents on sea ,ind land t&at 
Ived the lives of ono, or a few, To- 
> residents, but none t^tst compJires 
agnitude with this one. 



DICERS COMING 

FROM THE STATES. 



lonel Brcngle anil Colonel 
ch have been depufed to pro- 
to Toronto to convey I lie deep 
athy of The Salvailnn Army in 
r nited States to Canadian com- 




Brigadier Potter. 



The Commissioner's Last Message 

TO THE OFFICERS OF HEADQUARTERS' STAFF ASSEMBLED 
AT KNEE-DRILL ON WEDNESDAY. MAY 27. 



At not-ii ■ 
Toronto t^- 
kneedrid n 
Uc tras u 
afld becan--. 
Bonjiije A-,^ 1 

Jfthouphi I,., nuglit to, he insisted on 
lis 1 soloing the Inst verse. In his rich 
and mn> 
•bought 
time. th. 



Uie day of depnrtiire from 
1 "mmissioner conducted a 
li the Headquarters Staff. 

particularly happy mood. 

he notired that * Ensign 

"t singing ns heartily as 



'"Wl,,.,,! 

And ri 

Hear t-., 

'[«v 

, Then ■)-.■ 
it over ;i^ 
peetiBg tK 
so quieki. 
Miss \\ : . 
missioner . 
years, ha-! 
having n<- ■ 



I voiee, which we little 

■ w.-rn hearing for the last 
'■"ign sang as follows: — 

■ -!iail»s of life are falling. 

■ hour has come to die. 
1 rusty Leader calling, 

iinide thee with Mine eye.' " 

whole of the Officers sang 
'" very feelingly, none sus- 
* the hour to die was coming 
tor many of their comrades. 
<on, who has been the Com- 
srenographer for severai 
i few words of farewell, she 
ded to go to England Tritli 




Ensign Mardall. 



her pari-nls shortly. She referred feel- 
ingly to rl«> OomtnissiontT's kindness, 
and'?ai'i that hi* iii'luenee had made a 
lasting iinvression on her life. Very 
tenderly the Commissioner then com- 
mitted hi r to God in prayer, io his own 
fatht-rly way. beseeeiiing God lo make 
her .1 pev-i-r i"or irued wherever she went. 
Tiie C'.ief Secretary also spoke, say- 
ing th-it he -.»as l->.>liing forward to the 
Congress with ?irrt pleasure. 

Opening the T.iMe at 2 Corinthians 
1": II. the Cuir.n.issiener read as fol- 
lows;— 

Finally, hrerhreu, farewell" — each 
word cam,- slowly, and then he paused. 
"Perhaps thai .i.-es not iynte. apply 
in this ease.'" he remarked, "for we all 
hope to see each other nciin soon, so. 
leaving out the word •finally,' I will 
rimplr" «-■>»'. 'P.-'tlrren. farewell.'" 
And lie then proved'-.! "ith the rest of 
the vorye. wl'ii-h we wil' ever remember 
as his last messnw to »?:— 

"Be patient he jf good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in peace, and tie God 
of Jove and peace shall be wrtn. you." 
Brieflv, 11. ■■>!:, lie expressed his hopes 
for the'foiii-'ress. saying that he would 
jovfullv ias'e "-art in .ill the big demon- 
strations and 'pr-m' 5 *' 01 "'' but that his 
r-hfef hopes wen 1 centred in the Two 
r;avs with Rod. 

And now he has ^»no to he with Uod 
for ever, and we shall hear his voice no 
more on earth. So often have we heard 
him *nv. >>oth in public and private, 
"Nothing happens by chance in this 
world nil the circumstances of oar lives 
are directed by our wise and loving 
I lea ven Iv Father." 

V>.i thnusrh we wonder why, and 
Ti'eve'nt the manner of his departure, 
iic who was so miraculously restored to 
11= from the dead, only a few months 
ago, we must accept this happening in 
the spirit that he would, and say that 
Rod docth all things well. 

" Out of my stony uriefs Bethel I'll 
raise; 
So bv ;nr woi's to be 
Xeai'er. mv God. to Thee— 



Brigadier Walker. 

STORY OF THE DISASTER, 

(Continued from Page 2.) 

twuuiy-two of tho persons who were 
rescued died from shock, injuries or 
exposure, and that of the three hundred 
aud fifty saved, only twelve were 
women. 

Reports during the day stated that 
the fnunels of the "Empress" were 
visible above the water at low tido. As 
far ns can bo ascertained from news 
received up to the present, the "Em- 
press" was badly gashed by the collier 
aaiidships, and that besides tbis huge 
gap, she was badly damaged from the 
centre of the vessel right to the stern 
and large leaks appeared in theee parts. 

According to figures issued by the C. 
P. R. in the morning there were 1,367 
persons on board tho vessel. 

The passengers were in bed at the 
time of the disaster, which happened 
about 1.45 a.m.( this added to the 
trouble which was experienced with the 
boats, and increased the confusion that 
followed as the "Empress of Ireland" 
began to get lower and lower in the wa- 
ter. The wireless apparatus, which was 
able for a short time to signal for as- 
sistance soon failed, but not before it 
hnd sent oat the "B. O. 8." (Save Our 
Ship) message, which was promptly re- 
sponded to by the steamers "Eureka" 
and "Lady Evelyn." W hon these two 
boats reached the scene of the disaster, 
no* ft trace of the "Empress" was to 
br een, only wreckage and a number 
of K- boats which were cruising round 
and round on the spot where the vessel 
sank, . The passengers in these were 
soon picked up and others were taken 
from the water. Many of those taken 
from the water were apparently mem- 
bers of the crew or second class passen- 
gers, and it is possible that when a de- 
tailed list of survivors is available, 
many of the Salvation Army delegates 
to the International Congress at London, 
England, and other well known persons 
will be ineluded. 



Major David Creighton. 




Adjutant Price. 



Mrs. Genera! Booth sent a very 
touching message to the children of 
Colonel and Mrs. Maidmciit. assur- 
ing them that she and The General 
would he faiher and mother to them. 




I 






I . 



h>fl 



Major Simco. 



THE WAR CRY. 



_May 30. ion 



How Commissioner 
Died 



Major Morris Tried to Swim With 
Him to Land, But Failed. 



Whilst swimming in the water 
after the steamer had gone down, 
Major Morris saw the Commissioner 
struggling in the water. He appeared 
to be very weak for, ever unmindful 
of himself, he had tried to help a wo- 
man whom he came across when the 
last stage of the fight against over- 
powering odds commenced. Major 
Morris swam to the Commissioner, 
and,, partly supporting him on his 
back, swam slowly in the semi- 
darkness, hoping all the while that a 
boat would come to their aid. 

Many minutes passed, and no help 
came, and though the Major was 
weakening fast, he kept to his self- 
chosen task until too fatigued to aid 
Commissioner Rees in holding on. 
Slowly, yet surely, the Commissioner 
then slid from the back of his faith- 
ful Officer and sank from view. Major 
Morris twice attempted to bring him 
to the surface, but the efforts were 
futile. Some time afterwards the 
Major himself was rescued. Had lie 
had to remain in the water much 
longer he would of a certainty have 
followed his chief to the end. 




Major Morris — One of the survivors 



Messages Received 
at Headquarters 



London, May 38.— Salvation, Toronto,— Though still awaiting par- 
ticulars, I desire to express my deepest sympathy with you in your 
anxiety and trouble whilst still hoping for the best. 

W. BRAMWELL BOOTH, 

General. 

LATER.— Sending Commissioner McKie to stand by you for the time 
being. He is safling on the "Aquitania.*'— GENERAL. 

LONDON, May ag.— My heart is stricken with grief in the great 
loss and sorrow which has fallen upon us in this appaling disaster; our 
comrades were so true, so brave, and so devoted. Their places will be 
so difficult to filL J am sending Commissioner McKie to-morrow to 
stand by you, and J assure you of the prayers of the whole Army world. 
Mrs. Booth joins me in deep sympathy with all the bereaved, both in 
Canada and the Home Land. 

W. BRAMWELL BOOTH. 

General. 

Xew York. — Lieut.-Colonel Rees, Toronto.— Terribly worried over 
reports of serious accident. Wire me fullest details immediately. 
EVANGELINE BOOTH, Commander. 

New York. — Lieut-Colonel Rees, Toronto,—! cannot express my 
disappointment and sorrow over the accident. If there is any possible 
way you can convey my sympathy and distress to Commissioner Rees, 
please do so without fail. Is there anything I can do here ? Am at your 
service. Please send me all information as you get it. Sailing on the 
"Olvmpic" at ten to-morrow. 

* EVANGELINE BOOTH, Commander. 

Montreal, Que^— Lieut-Colonel Rees, Toronto, — Latest information 
by telephone. Following list already saved: Major Morris, Major and 
Mrs. Attwell, Staff-Captain McAmmond, Major Turpin, Captains Wil- 
son and Spooner, Lieutenant Kieth, Ernie Foord, James Johnston, Ernie 
Green, Bert Greenaway, "Jhos. and Mrs. Greenaway, T. Brooks, Grace 
Hanagan, K. Mclntyre, Alice Bales, Fowlin, and two Mr. Delamonts.-- 

COLONEL GASKIN. 

Rim on ski. Que. — Lieut.-Colonel Rees. Toronto. Out. — Only twenty 
of our party known to be saved ;hoping there may be others. 

STAFF-CAPTAIN McAMMOND. 

Chicago, HI. — Lieut.-Colonel Rees, Toronto. — Deeply grieved at 
your second wire. Praying safety Commissioner and Chief Secretary. 
Anxiously await further news. 

COLONEL FRENCH. 

Rimouski, Que. — Lieut.-Colonel Rees, Toronto, Ont. — Following are 
names of our party saved: Mclntyre, Measures, Tom Greenaway and 
wife, Wilson, Frank Morris, Mcmmond, Piijjrinire, Keith, Johnson, 
Attwell and wife, Turpin, Ernie Green, Spooner, Grace Hanagan, Brooks 
and wife, Frank Delamont, Cook, Bert Greenaway. 

STAFF-CAPTAIN McAMMOND. 

Distressed to hear new. No words suffice to express my sympathy. 
Praying for you unceasingly on behalf of comrades in Switzerland and 
Italy. COMMISSIONER AND MRS. OLIPHANT. 

New Zealand greatly shocked to hear of disaster. Words cannot 
express our feelings. Your comrades everywhere send expressions of 
their deeply-felt sympathy and love. We are praying for you. 
LIEUT.-COLONEL POWLEY, 

Chief Secretary. 

We are greatly distressed at news of disaster. ... Relatives 
here feeling very anxious. Deepest and tendcrest sympathy. May God 
comfort your hearts. 

COLONEL PALSTRA, 
Chief Secretary (Australia). 




Commissioner McKie. 
Whom The General is sending lo 
Canada. 



FROM GOVERNOR-GENERAL 



"The Duchess and I deeply vym. 
pathize with The Salvation Army of 
Canada in the loss of so many noble 
lives in this awful disaster. I spe- 
cially grieve for Commissioner Rett 
and for others that were personally 
known to me. 

(Signed) "ARTHUR." 



from acting-mayor j. 
McCarthy, Toronto. 



"I desire to express this morning, 
officially on the part of the City of 
Toronto, to you and those associat- 
ed with you, the sympathy of a half- 
million of people, in perhaps the 
darkest hour The Salvation Army 
has known from its earliest begin- 
ning in this city. 

"The kindly personality of Com- 
missioner Rees and his Officers had 
endeared them personally to us, and 
won for them the good-will and re- 
spect of the whole body of our citi- 
zens. I would express the deepest 
sympathy of the city with the fami- 
lies and friends of those who are 
gone." 



MEMORIAL SERVICE 




Major AttwelL 

He arid his wife are among the 

survivors. 



Sketch showing where the "Empress of Ireland" went down. — Thirty 
miles off Father Point. 



Ensign Pugmire— One of the sur- 
vivors. 



A great Memorial Service for 
those who perished on tin' "Empress 
of Ireland" is to be helil in the To- 
ronto Arena on Sunday, J une 7th. It 
will probably be conducted by Com- 
missioner McKie, who if. hastening 
to Toronto on the "Aqtiii.niia." 



TflC 



TnHwaaonal Headqv 
■"^MtVtar. H0.»» ni 
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